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A Faith That’s Real. . .
Proclaims the Life, Part 1

A Study in 1 John

Small Group Questions
Warm Up:  At what age is someone old?  Share with the group the name of an older person you really respect.  Why do you respect them?

1. Have someone in the group read from their study Bible the introductory material to     1 John.  This will give you a foundation for understanding John’s letter.

2. Scan 1 John.

Find the number of times John mentions

Knowledge

Obedience

Love

Summarize what John wants you to understand about these three words.

3. Why is John’s eye witness testimony of Jesus so important to his audience?

How powerful is a personal testimony when talking to an unbeliever about Christianity?

4. List some benefits of Christian fellowship that no other group or organization shares.

5. Use your concordance and find the references in all of John’s writings about joy.

Why is joy such an important part of John’s writings?

Why is joy such an important part of our Christian journey?

How many adults do we have this morning that are between the ages of 20 and 40?  I call you people, “Kids.”  When I was your age, kids were kids, teenagers.  But today, at my age, anybody below 40 is a kid.  All of you older ones with grown, adult children, what do we call them?  They are adults in the eyes of the world, in our eyes  they’re kids.  By virtue of my age I have earned the right to call a 35 year old a kid.  At my stage of life, and hopefully by the way I conduct myself, most people don’t take that as a derogatory term when I call them kids.

 1 John 2:1 (NIV)  My dear children, 

1 John 2:12(NIV)  I write to you, dear children,

           [13]. . .I write to you, dear children,

 1 John 2:18 (NIV)  Dear children. . .

1 John 2:28 (NIV)  dear children,

8 times John addresses his audience as children  

Introduction to the Letter John Wrote:
It is believed that John was pushing 90 when he wrote this letter.  There’s no designated audience, so, it’s believed to be a cyclical letter where churches passed it around.  And there’s no designated author, the writer doesn’t identify himself, but its universally agreed that John is the author.  The style and writing of 1 John is very similar to the gospel that John wrote.  The gospel of John was written to unbelievers , John 20: 31 so that you might believe in Jesus.  The letters of John were written to believers, 1 John 5:13 – so that you might know.  The gospel’s purpose was faith.  The letter’s purpose was confidence.  If you read 1 John this week you may have noticed that John writes in circles.  There’s a systematic flow to Paul’s writings but John’s method is to mention something, then talk about something else, and then go back and revisit his previous point.  Not alike, maybe an older person who seems to repeat themselves.   I hear that older people some times do that.  John is speaking as a father to his children.  By virtue of his age and his character, his  pastoral concern for the church he had earned the right to be heard.  He was the disciple that Jesus loved.  He was the disciple that loved Jesus and the church new it, and they knew John loved them.  And so, to hear the address, “children,” this was not some old guy pulling rank, it was a term of endearment.  
Four Key Words to 1 John:

Let’s look at four key words that give us a gist of John’s message.  
Know – The Theological Test
36 times the word “know” is found in this letter.  John wants you to know stuff.

There are few Biblical writings more bold and imposing than the letter of John.

Again, maybe that speaks to John’s stage in life.  He wants them to know that Christianity is real and that the gospel passed down to them through the faithful teachings of the Apostles was true.  This is particularly vital when we begin to talk about the false teaching that was infiltrating the church.  Know what is true.  
Obey – the Moral Test
Four times in this short letter John uses the phrase, “obey his commands.”  Obey his commands, obey his commands.

1 John 2:29 (NIV)   If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. 

John presents the call to practical righteousness which is one of the supreme characteristics of those who claim to be Christians.  
Love – The Social Test
1 John 4:7 (NIV)  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

There’s a story from Polycarp who was a disciple of John that when John was too feeble to go to church on his own, they would carry him in and all the while John kept saying to the church; love one another, children, love on another.  We’re going to get hit between the eyes with this one.  John just keeps repeating himself about the indispensible characteristic of love.  
Joy – the Spiritual Test
The word is only mentioned once in this letter, but it is a major theme in all his writings.  What’s the joy John is talking about ?

3 John 1:4 (NIV)  

    I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 

The call to know and to live out truth is John’s main concern.  At this point in church history you’re dealing with second and third generation believers.  Jesus died in A.D. 33.  John is writing somewhere in the 90’s; 60 years removed from the incarnation nearly 30 years from some of the earliest writings of scripture.  So, just think about your own world and how it has changed in its thinking, in its attitudes and belief systems just in the last 50 years.   Even in the church, some of the theological debates and challenges over the last two generations.  Throughout the series we’ll touch on this false teaching called Gnosticism which is just as much alive today as it was in the first century.  John knows his time is short, and he also knows the threat to orthodox  Christianity.  And so he writes about the confidence we can have in Jesus, who Jesus was, what Jesus did, what Jesus taught.  This is a letter about Jesus.  The theme is Jesus.  And basically this is John’s message – Don’t get confused, don’t get side tracked, don’t be misled.  What you heard from the beginning, what we have passed on to you as eye witnesses to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the redeemer of the world, keep your eyes on Jesus.  And this is what is so incredibly amazing about the Bible, a book that is, in some parts four thousand years old, still more relevant than ever before.  If there is anything that characterizes the world we live in is this confusion about Jesus.  Studies and surveys tell us that Americans are more and more interested in spiritual things but they don’t have a clue about Jesus.  You can read the DaVinci Code if you want, if you’re looking for entertainment watch the movie but for goodness sake, you’re not going to find truth and revelation out of Hollywood; this (The Bible) is the final authority on all things Jesus.  And this (The Bible) was what was being attacked in John’s day and this is what’s being attacked in our day.  So first and foremost, John wants us to have the confidence and the boldness to know and live out truth; to have a faith that’s real.  When it comes to Jesus; to know him, to obey him, and to live out that faith with love and joy to a world looking for something real.  
1 John 1:1-4

1 John 1:1-4 (NIV)  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. [2] The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. [3] We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. [4] We write this to make our joy complete. 

The Word of Life Is 

In the beginning when Adam and Eve managed the garden of Eden, Satan came by and simply said, “Did God actually say that?”  And from that time forward man has struggled with knowing and/or caring about what God has actually said.  John wastes no time establishing the foundation of truth.  Right out of the gate John says, what you know is
1.  Eternal, vs. 1
That which was from the beginning
Most of these false teachers weren’t out to discredit Jesus, they just wanted to make Jesus “better.”  What we hear today from Jehovah’s Witness theology to Oprah, they don’t want to throw Jesus out, they just want to throw something else in.  John says you can’t do that.  

Genesis 1:1 (NIV)    In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

We believe that God is infinite in that he existed before time.  Go back as far as you can, God existed before that.  And then John, in his gospel makes this assertion:  
John 1:1 (NIV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

What’s the “word” John is referring too?  It’s Jesus.  God was there before creation.  And John is saying, you go back to that point of creation and you’ll find Jesus.  Jesus was with God, Jesus was God.  And then, Hebrews 1, the Hebrews writer pulls these two things together.

Hebrews 1:1-4

Hebrews 1:1-4 (NIV)  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, [2] but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.[3] The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. . .

He goes on about his resurrection and ascension.  John is attacking the notion that Jesus was a good guy but he wasn’t God. John is making the argument that Jesus is eternal; that he didn’t just show up in Bethlehem one day.  He has always existed.  He has always been eternal, more than that, he has always been God.  Basic Gnostic teaching was that Jesus received divine status at his baptism but then he lost it before he was crucified, which completely destroys the substitutionary atonement.  John wants to establish this foundational truth:  Jesus is God, has always been God, there was never time when the Word was not in existence, however, he was revealed at a particular time in history which we call the incarnation.    

2. Experienced, vs. 1,2
God in the flesh; it wasn’t mystical, it was real.  In his gospel John says the Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.  In this passage he shares four different ways that he experienced Jesus.  Vs. 1:  First he heard; the parables, the stories, the sermon on the mount, the sermon on the bread of life.  John was in the upper room and heard the commission to love one another.  He heard with his own ears and he heard it all.  Next, he saw  him with his own eyes.  This was not some vision or fantasy.  He saw him cast out demons and raise the dead.  He saw him multiply loaves and fish.  He saw him walk on water.  Not only did he witness those things, but he gazed upon him.  Some translations use “beheld,” it means to examine or contemplate.  This was not a passing glance, this was gazing deeply into a man who taught like no man had ever taught and did things no one had ever done.  And even more so, they touched.  The King James says “handled.”  Have you ever been man handled?  Jesus said, go ahead. 

Luke 24:39 (NIV)   Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." 

John was the one that leaned up against Jesus in the final hours of his life.  He could hear his heart beat.  He brushed up against the hairs on his arm.  He could probably smell his breath.  This was an intimate personal encounter.  John says I was there.  Just like today, in the first century the greatest argument in a court of law was an eye witness account.  John had a front row seat to this man Jesus.  But he didn’t just watch him perform; he engaged, he interacted, he related.  It was real.  And this is what we proclaim John says and this proclamation is the basis of our fellowship.
3. The Basis of Fellowship, vs. 3
You don’t hear the word “fellowship” much outside of church circles.  The world uses words like associations and brotherhoods.  Maybe that’s a good thing.  Because when the Bible talks about fellowship it’s not talking about social clubs and secret societies. It’s talking about the unique bond that believers have with one another.  We used to sing an old hymn, usually at the close of the service, “Bless be the Tie that Binds.”  I thought of that Friday and I tried to see if I remembered the words, and, it’s amazing, I did.  What we will experience in heaven, we have a taste of it here.  Why?  Because of we have something no one else has.

1 Corinthians 1:9

1 Cor. 1:9 (ESV)  God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

It’s the word “koinonia.”  It’s more than socializing or companionship.  Because, let’s face it; we’re all too different for that.  If political views, economic status or sports teams were the basis of our fellowship most of us wouldn’t be here this morning.  Christianity supersedes gender, race, age; it doesn’t matter where you are in the world, when you meet up with a Christian, every other barrier gives way to this one thing that brings us together; it’s Jesus.  Jesus is why we’re here.  Jesus is why we’re together.  John goes on, Jesus is why we’re happy.  
4. The Source of Joy, vs. 4
[4] We write this to make our joy complete.
This life in Christ, the Word of Life brings joy.  If you’re not living in joy you’re not living in Jesus.  I don’t want to be insensitive to your situation.  But here’s the deal; Jesus went to the cross for the joy set before him.  In John’s gospel, chapter 16, within hours of this death Jesus tells his disciples:  Verse 20: You’re grief will be turned to joy; Verse 22:  no one will take away your joy; Verse 24:  your joy will be complete.  He has given us a joy, unspeakable and full of glory.

John 15:11
John 15:11 (NIV)  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

For John there was no greater joy than to know you are I are walking in truth.  And it is this truth that John proclaims.  

5. The Authority of Our Testimony, vs. 1-4
John’s was both a personal encounter and an objective experience with Jesus Christ.  Three times the word proclaimed is used in this passage.  John’s eye witness account, his personal experience verified through historical fact is what gave his testimony credibility.  And what John had with Jesus, this is his message to us, what he experienced, you can experience.  What he had with Jesus, you and I can have with Jesus and we can share that with each other, it’s what identifies us, it’s what binds us together.  His message is our message. 

1 Cor. 9:16 (NIV)  Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 

He commissioned Timothy to Preach the word in season and out.

2 Tim. 4:2 (NIV)  Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. 

Preach what you know to be true, this is not some cleverly devised scheme; this is the Word of Life, historically verifiable and available to know on a personal basis.

What Can We Learn From This Passage?

James tells us to be doers of the word, not just hearers of it, you’ve heard a lot this morning, the question is what are you going to do?  Well, lets start at the beginning just like John did.  
1.  Be sure You Know
Christianity is not some philosophical system to make you feel good about yourself.  It is an objective reality that calls forth a volitional response.  John’s main purpose in this letter is to tell us that you’re not wasting your life on some kind of crafty little hoax thought up by some intelligent but really bizarre people with too much time on their hands.  It’s something you know and therefore it’s something you live.  
Luke 1:1-4
Luke 1:1-4 (NIV)  Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, [2] just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. [3] Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, [4] so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

Luke wrote all of this down so that you would know.  John wrote these things down so that you would know.  All of the New Testament writers put down on paper the things they had seen and heard, what they had received and experienced.  
Romans 15:4 (ESV)  For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

The Bible is our source, this is our authority, this is the reason we have opportunity to know what’s true and what’s right.
1 John 5:13

1 John 5:13 (NIV)  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

There’s no reason for a believer to be unsure or insecure about their relationship with God.  And John is going to address how you can be sure in this letter.

2. You Can Only Tell What You Know
John is writing out of personal experience.  He was telling us, not what he thought or what someone else said.  He was sharing his own faith and hope out of personal encounter with the Word of Life.  Do you know?  Do you know this Jesus that John is talking about?  When it comes to faith; and you have nothing to say, what does that say about your faith?    
2 Cor. 13:5 (ESV)  Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith.  Test yourselves.  Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?  -- unless indeed you fail the test!

A lot of us want the spiritual ‘feel goods’ about faith but aren’t really interested in the cost of discipleship.  Christianity isn’t about knowing the right words, it’s about knowing the Real Word, the Word of Life.  John is going to make you check yourself.  In this letter John is going test us with knowledge, obedience, love and joy.  You can know.  And you can only tell what you know.  

3. Be Sure to Tell What You Know
One of the reasons we know that the gospel is true is that those who professed it died for it.  There’s nothing like a good persecution to weed out the uncommitted and the insincere.  But those who had been with Jesus said this: 
Acts 4:20 (NIV)  For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.
They couldn’t keep it in.  The Apostle John was simply a man who encountered Jesus and couldn’t stop talking about it.  When it comes to your life, what do you talk about?  Some people can’t stop talking about sports.  Some are obsessed with the rich and famous.  Some of us are addicted to success and accomplishments.  Jesus said that his followers are salt and light.  When it comes to your live, the things you say, the way you behave and treat people, what’s coming out of you?  What about you?
So, What About You?  (Questions that only you must answer.)
Do You Know that You Know?

How Do You Know That You Know?

I want to prepare you a little bit for what you’re in for in the next ten weeks. The Apostle John;  he’s old.  He doesn’t have much time left.  Things are serious and he has nothing to lose.  So he just lays it on the line.  He doesn’t beat around the bush; he doesn’t water down the message.  You’re either in or you’re out.  And you better know where you stand.  And that’s my challenge to you this morning.

