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A Faith That’s Real. . .
Abides in the Truth, Part 4
Small Group Questions
Warm Up:  Brain storm all the benefits of being a part of a church.
1.  What does it mean to walk in truth?

2. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:2 & 2 Peter 3:10.  How are we to understand and respond to “last days” or “last hour” doctrine?

3. Read Matthew 16:13-17.  The major test of any belief system is answering the question, “Who is Jesus?”  How does the world define Jesus?  

In what ways did Jesus prove who He claimed to be.
4. Know what you believe.  Are you confident in your knowledge of the Christian faith?  Share with the group ways individual believers can strengthen their faith.

5.  How is a desire to be with the people of God an evidence of a true Christian life?

What are some challenges we face when it comes to embracing the community of faith?

6.  How should Christians handle people who come to our doors espousing a faith system not consistent with the truth of God’s Word?  Should we let them into our homes?

Read 2 John 1:10,11  Why do you think John gives this instruction?

7.  What are a Christian’s main protection against false teaching?
Why is Truth Important?

Pilate asked two thousand years ago, “What is truth?” I don’t know how serious Pilate was to finding out.  Our culture is somewhat indifferent to truth.  You’ve got to find your own truth.

Discover what’s true for you.  “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you’re sincere.”

But think about that reasoning.  When you go to a hospital do you want physicians committed to truth or will a surgeon who’s really sincere do just as well?  When you buy your medication, do they want a pharmacist committed to truth or will any bottle of pills do as long as sincerity is evident?  Sincerity is nice.  But what’s more important; fact or feelings?  It doesn’t matter how sincere you are, if your destination is Chicago you’ll never get there going south.  God created a world of objective realities, reliable standards.  We don’t want our accountant to be sincere.  We want him to be right, factual, truthful.  When it comes to issues of faith; there are a lot of belief systems out there, not based on the evidence of fact but on whatever personal comfort or convenience might come to those who believe it.
I mentioned Oprah a couple of weeks ago.  Marianne Williamson and Ekhart Tolle are two significant influences in the spirituality that Oprah purports.   She interviews the, they write articles for her magazine.  Both espouse a pantheistic worldview which says everything is god.  Nature is god, you are god, I am god.  Pantheism makes it very convenient to develop your own morality.  This is New Age philosophy exchanging objective truth for subjective opinion.

Ekhart Tolle, in his book, “A New Earth, Awakening to Your Life’s Purpose,”  makes this statement:

“The Truth is in separable from who you are.  Yes, you are the Truth.  If you look for it elsewhere you will be deceived every time. . .Jesus tried to convey that “I am the way the truth and the life.”  These words uttered by Jesus are one of the most profound and direct pointers to the Truth if understood correctly.”

(This is what we find in 1 John:  People not wanting to throw stuff out, they just want to throw stuff in, rearrange, re-interpret some stuff.  Jesus is cool, we’ve just misunderstood Him.)

Tolle goes on:  (about these words of Jesus), if misinterpreted, however, they become a great obstacle.
He’s asserting that when Jesus said, “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the father except through me.”  He didn’t mean that literally.
Tolle says, “Jesus speaks of the innermost I Am, the essence identity of every man and woman, every life-form, in fact.  He speaks of the life that you are.”  Tolle says, if we interpret that statement literally, like Jesus really meant what he said, we’ve got a problem, a great obstacle.  
Back in Genesis Satan told us to forget objective reality, if you do what you really feel like doing you’ll be like God.  Delusion is substituted for reality, the truth is set aside for a lie.  Rhonda Byrn, who, with the help of Oprah, has become a mega-star with her mega-best seller, “The Secret.”  Says this:

“You are God in a physical body.  You are a spirit in the flesh.  You are eternal life expressing itself as you. . .You are the creator, and you are creating the creation of you on this planet.”
John is telling us in this passage that time is short and that trouble is near.  And there are people who will be telling you things you’re itching ears want to hear.  This leads us to two words that characterize our situation:

Last Hour:  

People get interested in this and want to know, “Are we in the last days?  Is this the last hour?”  
And the answer is yes.  It is yes for us in the 21st century just as it was in the first century.
Ever since Jesus ascended into heaven with the promise to return, we’ve been living in the last hour.  So, one way that I believe we should think about the end times is not so much as a duration of time or a specific chronology of events.  There will be a chronology of events, but what did Jesus say?  You don’t know the day or the hour.  I’m coming back, you need to be ready, that’s all you need to know.  So, it’s not so much a specific time frame as it is the nature of the time that we’re living in.  
Antichrist:  

Vs. 18:  The antichrist is coming, many antichrists have come.  There are two different ways to understand this term and both are correct.  
1. Individual(s)
It is a person or persons designed to usurp Christ; either to present themselves as an alternative to Jesus or set themselves up to defeat Jesus.  That’s one way to understand it.  John mentions is verse 18 a single antichrist AND multiple antichrists.  In Revelation John seems to indicate that in the last days of the last days there is one individual who will wear the mantle:  The Anti-christ.  John is the only Biblical writer that uses the term anti-christ.  Paul talked about the man of lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians which seems to be a parallel reference.  At the end of the last days we could be looking at THE Antichrist, one that embodies either a rivalry to Christ or in direct opposition to Christ.  History has had loads of fun trying to pinpoint The Antichrist, from Ceasar to Hitler, some people thought that Ronald Wilson Reagan, who had 6 letters in each of his names was, 666, he must be the antichrist.  Our current president has only been in office six months; 6 months and six days, he’s already received the honor.  
2. Ideology
It’s a mindset or a philosophy.  What does antichrist actually mean?  It means anti-Christ.  Anything that’s opposed to Christ or against Christ.  
1 John 2:22 (NIV)  Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son. 

What does an antichrist do?  They deny that Jesus is the Christ.  John is talking about multitudes of people sharing in what he calls a spirit of the antichrist or a spirit of antichrist.

1 John 4:3 (NIV)  but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

What does an antichrist do?  They do not acknowledge that Jesus is from God.
2 John 1:7 (NIV)  Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

What does an antichrist do?  They deny the incarnation of Jesus, Jesus coming in the flesh.

So, the spirit of the antichrist is any ideology, philosophy or belief system that rejects or stands in direct opposition to Christ.  And this is John’s warning:  don’t be led astray by anyone or anything, philosophy or idea that opposes the truth of who Jesus is.  
How To Recognize A Lie
When you’re following Jesus, learning truth and someone comes along with a new idea you hadn’t heard or don’t remember from the Bible.  How do you distinguish truth from error?

Matthew 16:15 (NLT)   Then he asked them, "Who do you say I am?" 

Matthew 16 records the good confession of Peter.  Jesus prefaced that pronouncement with a simple question.  What are people saying about me?  And the disciples said, some think you’re John the Baptist or one of the prophets.  But Jesus asks.  What do you believe?  

1. What They Believe
1 John 2:22-23 (NIV)  Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son. [23] No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

You’ve probably had people come to your door with a new way to think about Jesus.  Ehkart Tolle, Marianne Williamson, Rhonda Byrn:  they all have a new way to think about Jesus.

Let’s look at this again:   Verse 22:  the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ is a lair.

Verse 23:  They man who rejects Jesus rejects God.  This is very important, as said this before, characteristic of our day, our culture is interested in spiritual things, but not so much about who Jesus really is.  They don’t want to throw him out, they just want to define him with their own terms.  He’s a good guy, a great teacher, excellent role model.  But, the only way to God?

What about all the other religions in the world?  What about all those “sincere” followers of (you name the religion)?  What’s so interesting is all them want to put the “good moral teacher” label on Jesus, but they never think that through.  Jesus made no bones about it.  You’ve seen God, you’ve seen me.

John 14:6 (NIV)  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

John 10:30 (NIV)  I and the Father are one." 

If he is not who he claimed to be; if Jesus was nothing more than a good moral teacher, then he was the biggest moral liar the world has ever seen.  First test to recognizing a lie is discovering what they believe.   

2.  How They Behave
1 John 2:19 (NIV)  They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

Truth and error cannot coexist.  The context of his writing, verse 21, he’s writing to people who know the truth.  They’re commitment to truth made it virtually impossible for those who disagreed to stay in.  They refuse to hold to what’s true about Jesus, and therefore, cannot remain in the fellowship of those who believe the truth.  Now, I want to make this point before we move on.  Who is the antichrist?  It’s anyone opposed to Christ, anyone who rejects who Jesus claims to be.  People in the world, you’ve had them at your door, they claim to be Biblical in their teaching, they even claim Jesus as their own, but at the core of their system is a rejection of what we know to be true about Jesus.  People watch Oprah every day.  Books on spiritually sell like hotcakes.  PBS has programs every week by someone who wants to convince you that there’s something more out there that’s better.  John begins his letter this way:  what you’ve heard from the beginning, I’ve seen, heard, touched, experienced for myself.  What I pass on to you is true.  Be careful that you not get confused and misled by those who may sound good, but at the heart of their system is a rejection of the Jesus who is the Christ, the son of God.  Any one who rejects Jesus is antichrist.  That includes your neighbor, your family member, your coworker.  Basically an antichrist is an unbeliever.  And you, if your faith is real, have the call of God on your life to be salt and light, to be prepared to give an answer for the hope that you have.  This is not some foreign doctrinal teaching, you live among antichrists every day, people you care about.  And they are lost.  John says, don’t succumb to the lie.  
How to Resist A Lie

You resist a lie the same way you recognize a lie.

1.  What You Believe
Know what you believe.
1 John 2:20-21 (NIV)  But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. [21] I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 

You have an anointing.  In the Old Testament people were anointed with oil as a picture of the coming Holy Spirit.  Believers, every believer, if you are a Christian, this is not reserved for Pastors and missionaries, every believer has the anointing of the Holy Spirit on their lives, you have the Holy Spirit in you that helps you hear truth, recognize truth and understand truth.

1 John 4:2 (NIV)  This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 

This is what makes a Christian a Christian.  Jesus posed the question:  Who do you say that I am?  And every genuine believer says, “You are the Christ the Son of the living God.”

This is the cornerstone of your faith.  
2.  How You Behave
One of the evidences of a faith that is real, is a desire to be with the people of God.
1 John 3:14 (NIV)  We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 

A genuine believer will value and embrace the fellowship of believers.  Fellowship means to have in common.  We are engaged together in a commitment to Jesus Christ.  We are, together, the body of Christ, the family of God.  We are united together in a struggle for the souls of men.

People who share your faith, who live out the values you hold, who worship the Jesus you love, why wouldn’t you want to surround yourself with people who share those eternal things in common?  Don’t forsake the assembly.  It is strength to you.  One of the ways to protect yourself from being led astray is to keep connected to the community of faith.

How To Remain In The Truth

How can we keep connected to the truth so that the spirit of antichrist does not influence us?  
1.  Hold to the Truth

1 John 2:24-25 (NIV)  See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. [25] And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. 

Your eternal life is grounded in the faith once delivered, from the beginning.  It was said of John Bunyan, the man who wrote a wonderful classic, “Pilgrims Progress,” that if you cut him, he would bleed the Bible; read it, study it, meditate on it, obey it, share it with others.  You’ve got to move from the milk of the Word to solid food.  Skip over Romans and look at 2 Tim 3

2 Tim. 3:16-17 (NLT)  All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. [17] It is God's way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do.

The Word of God gives hope and encouragement.

It gives us strength against difficulty.  It gives us power against spiritual attack.

Friends, there is no substitute for the Word of God, you’ve got to saturate yourself with it.  And with that, 
2. Submit to the Spirit
You need the Word of God, you need the Spirit of God.
1 John 2:26-27 (NIV)  I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. [27] As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 

We’ve already talked about the anointing.  Let’s talk about this phrase:  you don’t need anyone to teach you.  First:  John’s challenge is to get his readers is not to be influenced by those who distort the truth of the gospel.  This statement is referring to those teachers.  You don’t need a new gospel.  You don’t need someone coming in with a new idea.  You don’t need people like Ekhart Tolle and Rhonda Buryn or Marianne Williamson; I don’t care if Oprah loves them and promotes their views.  They don’t teach the Word of God so don’t listen to their teaching.

It’s understandable then that John is not discounting the role of teaching in the church.

Romans 12 & Ephesians 4 and other Biblical references speak highly about the spiritual gift of teaching.  People need to be taught.  Over in chapter 4 John tells us to test the spirits.

Like the Bereans in the book of Acts.  They tested what they were hearing against the Word of God.  And it happens through the guidance, the anointing of the spirit.

1 Cor. 2:12,13 (ESV)  Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. [13] And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.
John says in verse 27,  You have an anointing that is real, not counterfeit.  This takes us back to the beginning:  You have a faith that is spiritual in nature, but is also grounded in objective truth.  John’s saying to us:  Be careful about experiential Christianity without objective truth.  
So, What About You?  (Questions that only you must answer.) 
Are you holding to truth.  Are you submissive to the spirit of God?  You live in a world pushing a philosophy that sounds interesting and feels good.  But if it doesn’t line up with scripture.  So, don’t listen to it.  Pursue truth.  
Are You Pursuing Truth?

The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to reveal the Will of God.  This is your defense and protection.  Put on the armor of God, and take up the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God.

