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A Faith That’s Real. . .
Lives Out The Command, Part 3
Small Group Questions
Warm Up:  Share with the group one “life lesson” you learned from your parents.  Do you feel like you received enough wisdom from them to do life well in the adult world?

1.  John begins his letter tackling three very important aspects of the Christian life:  Honesty about sin, Obedience to Christ & Loving toward others.
Which of these three do you find the hardest to do?

2. The Command to Love is new in its EMPHASIS.  Pastor Tim has mentioned several times, “Love will motivate you to do what no other motivation can.”

Do you agree with this statement?  If so, can you give examples of how that principle has worked in your life?

3. The Command to Love is new in its EXAMPLE.  Jesus loved like no one had ever loved before.  What impresses you most about the way Jesus loved?

4.  The Command to Love is new in its EXPERIENCE.  Jesus said they will know we are his disciples by how we love one another.  Do you think that’s true today?  In what ways can the church demonstrate revolutionary love in our society today?

5.  Review the characteristics describing the various stages of spiritual maturity:  Child, Young Person, Adult.  

Which category do you find yourself in?

Think of a person you believe to be in the adult category.  Share with the group why you think this person is spiritually mature.

6.  The World System:  Pleasure, Possessions, Pride seeks to control us.  Which of these do you struggle with most?

7. Review the temptation of Adam and Eve and how each category was evident in their encounter with Satan.  Do the same with Jesus’ temptation recorded in Matthew 4:1-10.
What can we learn from these two experiences? 

We want to begin this morning with a brief review and tie this in with this week.

1 John 2:8 (NIV)  . . .the true light is already shining. 

Light is a key word in this letter, a picture of truth and righteousness.  When the light shines, things change.  We’ve already been confronted by two very significant aspects of the Christian life.
How the True Light Shines

A person who is walking in the light is going to be
1.  Honest About Sin

1:9  if we confess our sins, 2:1  do not sin, 

2. Obedient to Christ

1 John 2:3 (NIV)  We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.  

3. Loving Toward Others

John is going to talk to us about love.  A faith that’s real grows in its consciousness and confession of sin, its obedience and likeness to Jesus, and its love toward God, the things of God and the people of God.

1 John 2:7 (NIV)  Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 

What’s the command he’s talking about?  
1 John 2:10 (NIV)  Whoever loves his brother livesin the light.
John 13:34 (NIV)  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”

The Old Testament had articulated the command to love centuries earlier.

Deut. 6:5 (NIV)  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

From us to God and then, from you to me and me to you.
Leviticus 19:18 (NIV)  Love your neighbor as yourself. 

Out of the over 600 Mosaic rules and regulation, Jesus didn’t just pick out two that he liked and said, let’s leave the rest.  What he actually did was summarized the entire law, took all of those 600 commands and said, you know what?  It’s all about love.  Love God, love others.
A Command That Is New In   (7-11) 

How are we to understand a 4000 year old command to be new?

1.  Emphasis
Paul repeated what Jesus had said in the Gospel, that love is the fulfillment of the law.  It’s all about love.

Romans 13:8-10  Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. [9] The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." [10] Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

What does it mean to love?  And how does love satisfy everything that the law demands?

Paul only mentions four of the top ten, so we’ll work with these.  If you want to keep from committing these sins, all you have to do is love.  How so?  Don’t commit adultery.  What is love?  The world would say, it can’t be wrong if you love each other.  I can sleep with my girl friend, its ok, we love each other.  I’m married to someone else, but that’s over, I’ve found someone who really loves me.  And the Bible says no.  This is not love, these are hormones you don’t want to control.  This is selfishness.  If you really loved them, if this were really love, you would honor their sexual integrity by saying no to sin.  Next one, If I loved you I wouldn’t murder you.  What did Jesus say?  If you harbor hate in your heart. . .you’re guilty.  If you truly lived in love you’d put a lock on your tongue, you’d resist gossip and slander.  If love really were a part of your character you wouldn’t steal.  You’d honor the possessions of others.  You can’t love someone and take advantage of people or use them for your own agenda.  If you were really a man of love you would rejoice in the good fortune of your friend or neighbor instead of burn with jealousy and envy.  You see what Jesus is saying now?  If I genuinely loved God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength and genuinely loved my neighbor as myself, I would never have to concern myself with the law.  Love does not dishonor God nor harm a neighbor.  Jesus put a whole new emphasis on this command to love.  
2. Example
No one taught the way Jesus taught or did the things Jesus did, or loved the way Jesus loved.

John 13:1 (NIV)  Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. . . [15]  “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 

You want to know how to love, look at Jesus.  Jesus embodied the command to love.  He loved the unlovely, he loved the unbelieving, he loved his friends, he loved his enemies.  Jesus is the standard when it comes to love.  
3. Experience, 9-11

 1 John 2:9-10 (NIV)      Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. [10] Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 

In other words, you cannot be in fellowship with God and out of fellowship with other believers.    There is a vertical dimension between you and God, with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and then there is a horizontal dimension, between you and your brother.

And it goes back to fulfilling the law, you cannot stumble with genuine love.
If you love people the way God loves, you don’t have to worry about sin.  And God has made that possible for us.

Romans 5:5 (ESV)  God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

When we walk in the light, God’s spirit produces His fruit.  There’s not a person on the face of the earth, I don’t care who they are or what they’ve done, especially what they’ve done to you – the ability to love another person does not come from you, it comes from God in you.  God is love.  And if God is in you, you can love.  You have the emphasis, you have the example, you have the experience.

A Command that Applies to  (12-14)

John moves on and makes application to three different groups within the church.

1 John 2:12-14 (NIV)      I write to you, dear children,  John’s favorite term of endearment.  The word “Tecknia.”  It’s the Greek word for infant, a human that’s been born, brought into the world.        because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 

Everyone starts here:  salvation, forgiveness of sin.  Jesus is your Savior, God is your father.

And then John separates the pack.  Every church has people at various stages of maturity.  John begins with fathers, 

    [13] I write to you, fathers,  because you have known him who is from the beginning.

He repeats himself in verse 14.  
    [14] I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning.

Fathers, mature believers who have come to know God.  There’s deep, abiding, intimate relationship with God.  Back to verse 13:  

    I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.

And again, drop down to verse 14: 

    I write to you, young men, because you are strong,

        and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
Young men are aggressive and ambitious.  They are determined and committed.  They’re growing and experiencing what means to live out the faith.   And why is that happening?

This is vitally important to understand:  because the Word of God lives in you.  They are learning to listen to God’s voice.  There’s a hunger for truth and a willingness to take on challenge because they are energized by the Word of God.
    I write to you, dear children,

John changes the word here. . .“Padia,” different the word used in verse  12.  This is referring to a young child under the tutelage of its parent or master.  These are baby Christians learning what it means to be a Christian.          because you have known the Father. 

It’s all about relationship with a child.  Maybe some of you asking yourself, where am I on this spiritual trajectory?  Am I a child, a young man or a father?  I think its important to stop and look at this with a personal application in mind.  First,   what characterizes a child?

1.  Children – Full of Love, Lacking Discernment
Little kids are all over their parents, they climb on them, they cling to them.  You get together with friends and you want the kids to go away so you can talk?  What do they do?  They make tunnels under your legs.  They climb all over your lap, get in your face while you’re trying to talk. It’s all about attachment and relationship.  Because of their maturity level you’re not going to let them get too far away.  You wouldn’t send them to the store by themselves, you wouldn’t allow them to cross the street on their own, pick out their own clothes or choose what to eat for supper.  Why?  Because they don’t get it yet.  They love you, but they don’t know what’s good for them.    You know what, it’s ok to be a child.  Everybody starts out a child.  I love watching the excitement and wonder of new believers.  You can’t stay a child forever.  
1 Cor. 3:1 (NIV)  Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly--mere infants in Christ. 

Paul was having problems with some believers who should have been adolescents or adults but were still playing in the nursery spiritually.  Children are targets for abuse.  They have very few defenses against those things that would destroy their faith.  They need the relationship, that’s vital, but they also need to start growing.  How do you do that?  
2. Young People – Full of Knowledge and Zeal
You start learning how to feed yourself.  We’ve already noted, young men have the Word of God living in them.  They’re digging in, they’re asking questions, they’re debating views, they’re developing spiritual roots that are planted in the word of God.    

Ephes. 4:15 (NIV)  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

One of the dangers of childhood is how defenseless you are.  One of the dangers of adolescence is the tendency to make it all about progress and winning.  Paul says, speak the truth in love.  In the context of love, and notice, John couches this portion of his letter around the issue of love.  Don’t forget love.  And that’s exactly what you go back to as you mature.

3. Adults – Full of Relationship and Wisdom
It’s no longer a child clinging to a parent or a teenager pursuing adventure.  It’s a friend embracing a friend.

John 15:15 (NIV)  I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

There is a knowledge of God that comes only with time.  As Eugene Peterson says, a long obedience in the same direction.  Seasoned followers of Jesus. 

Philip. 3:8-10 (ESV)  I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. . .in order that I may gain [10]that I may know him. . .

Paul had every claim to fame that a good religious boy could want.  He knew a lot and could argue with the best of them and win.   But what really mattered was Jesus.  Nothing compared to knowing Jesus intimately.
Let’s do a personal assessment for a moment.  If you love coming to church, you like the music and enjoy the sermons and you just love how it makes you feel, but after all of that, when you go home and work and the real world, and it’s pretty much the same as it’s always been.  God is cool but you’re still doing pretty living your own way.   You’re a child and you need to grow up.

Think about your prayers:  If it’s all about God answering your prayers and making your life happier, God give me this, God do this, God I need this.  Think about any of your relationships, spouse, friends – if 90 % of your conversation with them was, I want this, I need this, give me this.  What kind of relational world would you have?  Friends, that’s the relational world of a child.    It’s ok to be a child for a while.  I love the excitement of new believers.  This is where we all of us start.  But you can’t stay there.  You need to start taking some baby steps into maturity.

Some of you are coming to church, filling out the outline, reading your Bible, going to small group.  You’re asking questions, researching answers.  You’re learning a lot.  And that’s great.  I get energized by your energy.  Just be careful that your zeal doesn’t get misdirected.  What’s this all about anyway?  It’s about Jesus.  Knowing all the right answers and winning a few doctrinal arguments is not the sum total of the Faith.  Jesus told the Pharisees, it’s you who search the scriptures and yet you are oblivious to who I am.  And this is what separates the men from the boys.  It’s realizing what this is really all about.  Paul said, I want to know Christ.  Granted, you can’t get to that level without knowledge and zeal.  Obedience and service are indispensable.  But you’ve come to the place where you just want to walk with Jesus.  The Old Testament said the Jonathon was one in spirit with David.  There was a heart to heart connection that’s deep and intimate.  And there are people in this room who reflect that kind of relationship and it inspires me.  People who don’t want to know the Word of God, they want to know the God of the Word.  How do you get there?  John takes us back to love.   
A Command That Overcomes the World,  (15-17)

1 John 2:15-17 (NIV)  Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. [17] The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

The Bible uses the term ‘world’ in several different ways.  There’s the physical world, the world of creation.  God made the world and saw that everything was “good.”  John 3:16 says, For God so loved the (what?) world.  And he’s referring to you and me, the world of mankind.   

2 Cor. 10:3-4 (NIV)  For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. [4] The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. . .[5]  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

Jesus called Satan the prince of this world.

Ruling a spiritual dominion that is in direct opposition with the kingdom of God.  When you become a Christian you are transferred from the dominion of darkness, the realm of Satan’s control, into the kingdom of God, under the rule of Christ.  You can understand then, James 4:
James 4:4 (NIV)  You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

There is a natural human tendency from the playground to politics to pick sides.  Who are you going to be friends with?  Both James and John are saying:  You can’t love God and the world.
You cannot embrace the values of the world system and live out the principles of God’s kingdom.   Light and darkness don’t coexist.  How are we going to win this battle?

Genuine Love Conquers:
Love for God resists the world’s values, refuses to live within the world’s system.
And John is very practical in dealing with this:  The world system focuses on 

1)  How You Feel
 [16] For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man,
English Standard says, desires of the flesh.  God’s Word translation says, physical gratification. 
Pleasure
The world is all about meeting your every physical need, impulse and appetite, you want to feel good, the world says, go for it.  Love conquers that.  Love your neighbor as yourself:  If I truly love you I’m not going to use you to please myself.  If I love myself I’m not going to surrender to behaviors that would harm me.
2) What You Want

Possessions
You see it, you want it, you have to have it, you do whatever you to get it; lie, cheat, steal, deprive others, compromise your priorities, neglect God.  Our whole society is built on creating want and discontent so that we crave more stuff.  Again, love conquers that.  Genuine love will focus on your needs not my wants.  Love conquers selfishness.  
3) Who You Are

Vs. 16  the boasting of what he has and does.
It’s all about what I do, who I know, who knows me, what I have.  It’s all about me. 

Pride
Genuine love for God, love for others, creates a humility in us that protects us from the consequences of pride.  Let’s see how this is actually played out in human life and experience.

Genesis 3:1-7
The craving of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life is as old as Adam and Eve.  There is nothing new under the sun, especially when it comes to temptation and sin.

Genesis 3:1-7 (NIV)   Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

    [2] The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, [3] but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " [4] "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. [5] "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." [6] When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 
That’s pleasure, physical gratification.

and pleasing to the eye, 
The lust of the eyes, something that I’ve got to have.
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 
I can gain something that no one else has, or worse gaining what only God has.

And we know the rest of the story.

she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. [7] Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

Matthew 4:1-10
Matthew 4 records the same strategy used against Jesus.  It’s the strategy he uses on you every single day of your life.  How are you going to conquer the system of the world?  Love and hate go together, if you love something often times it requires that you hate something else.  If you love your kids you will hate anything that would seek to harm them.  If you love God, you will hate sin.   If you love the things of God, you will hate the world’s system of pleasure, possessions and pride.  Love conquers all.  Because love, genuine love never fails.
Genuine Love Never Fails
This is really hard because we live in the world everyday.  We can’t get away from it.  All of us make money and buy things.  
1 Cor. 7:29-31 (NLT)  Those in frequent contact with the things of the world should make good use of them without becoming attached to them,  for this world and all it contains will pass away. 

Which is exactly how John concludes this passage:

1 John 2:17 (NIV)  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

Do you want to live forever?  I’ll close here, this is about you.
So, What About You?  (Questions that only you must answer.) 
How do you keep from being attached to the world?  How can you ensure eternity in heaven?  Two Words:  Love God.  You break the attachment of the world by attaching yourself to Jesus.

Do You Love what God Loves?

Do you love God?  Do you love the things of God?  Do you love the people of God?
